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Forecasters predicting another busy hurricane season
STORMNAMES
There already were two

By FREIDA FRISARO
Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla. — With forecasters
predicting another intense
Atlantic hurricane season
with as many as 13 to 19
named storms, disaster
preparedness experts say
it’s critically important
for people in evacuation
zones to plan to stay with
friends or family, rather
than end up in shelters
during the coronavirus
pandemic.
“Shelters are meant to
keep you safe, not make
you comfortable,” said
Carlos Castillo, acting
deputy administrator for
resilience at FEMA.
“Social distancing and
other CDC guidance
to keep you safe from
COVID-19 may impact
the disaster preparedness
plan you had in place,
including what is in your
go-kit, evacuation routes,
shelters, and more,”
Castillo said. “With
tornado season at its peak,
hurricane season around
the corner, and flooding,
earthquakes and wildfires
a risk year-round, it is time
to revise and adjust your
emergency plan now.”
Six to 10 of these storms

named storms, Arthur and
Bertha, before the official
hurricane season began.
Remaining names will be:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Cristobal
Dolly
Edouard
Fay
Gonzalo
Hanna
Isaias
Josephine
Kyle
Laura

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Marco
Nana
Omar
Paulette
Rene
Sally
Teddy
Vicky
Wilfred

could develop into hurricanes, with winds of 74
mph or more, and three to
six could b major hurricanes, capable of inflicting
devastating damage.
“It is not possible
to predict how many
will hit land,” said Neil
Jacobs, acting administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Climate
Prediction Center. The
agency will update the
forecast in August as the
Atlantic region heads into
its most active months.
The region has been a
“high activity era” since
1995, with warmer ocean
temperatures and stronger
West African monsoons
causing above-average

+Indoor Playground
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+Party Packages

The perfect launch pad for preschoolers
and elementary school astronauts!
See more and Book Online kidspartyplanet.org
440 Plantation Drive, Lake Jackson (Old HEB Strip Center)

979-529-2076

We Are Following All COVID-19 Safety Guidelines

activity, NOAA forecaster
Gerry Bell said.
An average Atlantic
season has 12 named
storms, but last year was
the fourth consecutive
season to have more,
with 18 named storms,
including three intense
hurricanes — Dorian,

Humberto and Lorenzo.
The only other period on
record that produced four
consecutive above-normal
seasons was 1998-2001.
The season officially
extends from June
through November, but
Tropical Storm Arthur
jumped the gun last

week off the eastern U.S.
coastline.
“As Americans focus
their attention on a safe
and healthy reopening of
our country, it remains
critically important that
we also remember to make
the necessary preparations for the upcoming

hurricane season,” said
Secretary of Commerce
Wilbur Ross. “Just as
in years past, NOAA
experts will stay ahead
of developing hurricanes
and tropical storms and
provide the forecasts and
warnings we depend on to
stay safe.”

ALLSIDES
INSPECTIONS
@outlook.com

Windstorm Inspections
Structural Foundation Reports
Home Warranty - RWC Inspections
Third Party Inspections
Bank - Lender Inspections
Office: 979-265-5887
Cell: 979-482-7073
Fax: 979-265-5860
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122 West Way, Suite 408
Lake Jackson, TX 77566
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Brazoria, TX 77422
Tom Allen, owner
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Coronavirus causes cancellation of county’s annual expo
By NICK IRENE
nick.irene@thefacts.com

Brazoria County
officials will be unable to
provide the community
the annual Hurricane
Preparedness Expo,
limiting their reach for
informing and advising.
“We are absolutely
saddened to not provide
that for our community,”
county spokeswoman
Sharon Trower said.
“We want them to stay
informed.”
For more than two
decades, Brazoria County
officials developed a
version of the expo and
had plans of expansion
for 2020.
“We were planning
on having two this year,
one in the north and one
in the south part of the
county,” Trower said.
Emergency
Management Director
Steve Rosa added to the
county’s chagrin.
“It was very disappointing to cancel,” Rosa

said. “We always try to
provide the best information. Public safety is our
mission.”
The expo is an opportunity for residents to learn
readiness for coastal disasters. With the outlet gone,
Rosa hopes information
can spread in other ways.
“We are always
worried,” Rosa said. “We
strive to upgrade the
demographics and always
reaching to a different
portion of our community. It’s the influx of new
residents that need help
for planning. We have
tried hard to reach that
demographic to give them
information.”
Residents need to
ensure they are receiving
accurate and vital information, he said.
“Be careful where you

get your information,”
Rosa said. “Avoid the
sensationalism. Make sure
it’s factual and always be
ready.”
In the event of an
incoming disaster, residents should not wait for
county or city officials
to tell people to leave
if they can and to keep
their vehicle’s gas tank 50
percent full at all times,
he sais.
The county will
still release its annual
Hurricane Disaster
Preparedness Guide to the
public through the mail,
online and the Ready
Brazoria app.
“The information has
been the same for the
past 10 years,” Rosa said.
“It is scheduled to mail
out June 1. One hundred
thousand copies will be
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(979) 849-9145

City Hall 979-798-2489
Police Department 979-798-2195
Emergency Center 979-798-8002
24 Hour Emergency 979-798-4630

tpyle@farmersagent.com

Protecting your whole home
and family for over 60 years!
MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE
10% OFF INITIAL PEST
CONTROL/TERMITE SERVICE
Readers’ Choice All 6 Years!
s!!

“immediately.”
“Register now so we
have the equipment,”
Rosa said. “It’s going to
take more equipment this
year due to COVID.”
The motorcoach seats
will most likely have to
have distanced passengers, resulting in less
room, Rosa said.
“It takes weeks to
receives those contracts,”

Rosa said.
Residents in need can
apply by calling 211 or
register on the Brazoria
County website under the
evacuation assistance tab.
Household pets are
allowed to join as long
they are in a carrier, Rosa
said.
“We are not going leave
anyone and their pets
behind,” Rosa said.
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Be Prepared and
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Is your coverage
up to date?

Agent
108 W. Myrtle, Angleton

mailed to Brazoria County
residents.”
Using the app, residents can create unique
hurricane preparedness
plans that best fit their
situations, Rosa said.
For those unable to
evacuate in case of emergency, Rosa recommends
signing up with the State
of Texas Emergency
Assistance Registry

At BASF, we create
chemistry for a
sustainable future.
We believe that the
chemistry of today
will better sustain us
tomorrow.
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Flood protection a smart investment in Brazoria County
Water has caused
more devastation
across the area
than the storms
By CORINNA RICHARDSON
corinna.richardson@thefacts.com

Many homeowners
skip buying a separate
flood insurance policy
never expecting the worst.
When the worst comes,
as it did during Hurricane
Harvey in 2017, they
regret not having it.
“None of us are very
far from water and that
can rise from either a
hurricane or tropical
disturbance in the Gulf,
from torrential rains or
both, and it puts all of us
at risk,” said Clyde Neal,
owner of Neal Insurance
in Angleton and an
accredited insurance
advisor.
“Our region is so close
to sea level and we’re so
close to the Gulf, and we
have multiple rivers that
empty into the Gulf and
pass by all of us on the
way, and creeks that feed
those, and bayous,” he
said.
Even though pumps
and levees protect many
of the local cities, they’re
susceptible to flooding,
Neal said.
That’s one reason why
Neal recommends people
prepare for the worst, and
one way to do that is by
having a flood insurance
policy.
Rising water and flooding are not covered by
homeowner’s or renter’s
insurance, or windstorm
and hail insurance
policies, Neal said.
“It has to be a flood
insurance policy,” he said.
Flood insurance is
not required for all
homeowners, and when
people are in a good flood

KATIE FREZZA/Facts file photo

Kids were scooping rainwater out of a boat in the River’s End
area of Brazoria before a man eventually tipped the boat over,
putting it back in service. Children were able to use boats after
the remnants of Tropical Storm Imelda delivered a deluge in just
a few hours before moving on last September, demonstrating how
even minor storms can cause widespread flooding in the county.

zone where mortgage
companies don’t require
it, people might get the
feeling that they don’t
need it, Neal said.
“But every year about
25 percent of the flooding around the country
occurs in those good flood
zones,” he said.
Alvin homeowner Kelly
Armstrong lives in an area
that is not considered a
floodplain, so she and her
husband weren’t required
to have flood insurance,
even though their house

had flooded once before.
“Not while we were
living in it,” she said. “It
flooded after Tropical
Storm Claudia in 1979, to
our knowledge.”
The Armstrongs didn’t
have flood insurance
when Hurricane Harvey
swept through in 2017,
filling their house with
up to 5 inches of water in
spots, she said.
“We have a recessed
living area so that area
flooded, 4 to 5 inches,
and then the rest of the
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house was about an inch,”
Armstrong said.
An inch of water is
enough to cause a huge
amount of damage, Neal
said.
“It ruins carpets, it ruins
hardwood flooring, it can
damage tile flooring, it
can get into the woodwork and ruin cabinets
and furniture, and seep
into the walls and ruin
Sheetrock,” he said.
The Armstrongs have
a flood insurance policy
in place now, and while
Kelly heard many horror
stories of people having to
wait very long periods to
get the help they needed,
even with flood insurance, she recommends
people give thought to
buying a flood policy.
“I think if we could
go back we would have
purchased flood insurance,” she said.
They received help
from FEMA within about
a month and a half of
Harvey’s flooding — but
people should not rely on
that, Neal said.
They also should take
the risk seriously, even if
it seems like a small one,
he said.
As areas are continually
developed, it changes the
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way water drains, he said.
“We go a few years
without any flooding
and then a huge rain
comes and it might act
differently than we’re
expecting,” Neal said.
Hurricane season spans
June through November,
and it’s better to contact
the home insurer to see
about getting a policy
sooner rather than later,
because there’s a 30-day

waiting period for it to go
into effect, he said.
“In other words, if a
storm’s coming or the
creeks are rising, it’s too
late,” Neal said. “Right
now as we’re approaching
hurricane season, it’s
the time to make those
choices.”
Corinna Richardson is the
features writer for The Facts.
Contact her at 979-237-0150.
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household members learn how to shut off the
water at the main house valve.
Natural gas leaks and explosions are
■ Before an emergency happens, locate the
responsible for a significant number of fires
shut-off valve for the water line that enters
following disasters. It is vital that all household
your house and label this valve with a tag for
members know how to shut off natural gas.
easy identification. Make sure all household
■ Because there are different gas shutmembers know where it is located.
off procedures for different gas meter
■ Make sure this valve can be completely shut
configurations, it is important to contact your
off. Your valve may be rusted open or it may
natural gas company for any guidance on
only partially close. If so, replace it.
preparations and response regarding gas
■ Cracked lines may pollute the water supply
appliances and gas service to your home.
to your house. It is wise to shut off your water
■ When you learn the proper shut-off
until you hear from authorities that it is safe
procedure for your meter, share the
for drinking.
information with everyone in your household. ■ The effects of gravity may drain the water in
Be sure not to actually turn off the gas when
your hot water heater and toilet tanks unless
practicing the proper gas shut-off procedures.
you trap it in your house by shutting off the
■ If you smell gas or hear a blowing or hissing
main house valve. (This is not the street valve
noise, open a window and get everyone out
in the cement box at the curb — the street
quickly. Turn off the gas, using the outside
valve is extremely difficult to turn and requires
main valve, if you can, and call the gas
a special tool.
company from a neighbor’s home.
Caution: If you turn off the gas for any
ELECTRICITY
reason, a qualified professional must turn it
Electrical sparks have the potential of igniting
back on. Never attempt to turn the gas back on natural gas if it is leaking. It is wise to teach
yourself.
all responsible household members where and
how to shut off the electricity.
WATER
■ Locate you electrical circuit box. For your
Water quickly becomes a precious resource
safety, always shut off all the individual
following many disasters. It is vital that all
circuits before shutting off the main circuit.

REA

SHUT THEM OFF

2019
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Masking tape won’t provide
proper window protection
By ALEXA CRENSHAW
alexa.crenshaw@thefacts.com

While there are ways to prevent
hurricane damage, taping up windows
and avoiding coastal areas doesn’t cut it,
local officials said.
“Taping up windows just doesn’t do
anything,” Brazoria County Judge Matt
Sebesta said. “It may hold it together to
clean it up, but it gives it no structural
value.”
Boarding up windows could be
beneficial, said Sebesta, who happens to
be a windstorm-certified civil engineer
by trade.
“You always see, every time when we

have a hurricane, we will have folks that
will tape glass,” Sebesta said. “Which,
thankfully, I think you see less and less
of that these days as more folks are
using proper windborne debris protection such as shutters or plywood that
protects you from whatever the wind is
blowing that will crash right through
your window.”
The use of tape on windows has
been steadily declining since 1988,
he said, when the Texas Department
of Insurance issued Texas Windstorm
policies that have required people to
have windborne protection for homes in

GRAY WHITLEY/Sun Journal file photo via AP

Justin Martin, of Local Builders, and George Raspberry, of R&S Masonry, install plywood panels

■ See TAPE, Page 10 Sept. 4 on a house in historic New Bern, N.C., as residents prepared for Hurricane Dorian.
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Residents are still working to fully recover from Hurricane Harvey

Save Time, Money & Headaches

and meet needs.
The long-term recovery
committee is winding
down its home repair
program now, said Gloria
Luna, committee chairwoman and United Way
community outreach

director. They helped 40
households with major
repairs and will assist 26
households with new
mobile homes, she said.
They are finishing up
with clients on the roster
now and not accepting
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any new ones, Luna said.
The program should be
completely finished in
August.
There are likely some
residents out there who

■ See HARVEY, 11
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swept off their foundations,” he said.
The funding is a 75-25
percent matching grant,
so homeowners will have
to pay for 25 percent of
the repair cost, Ripple
said. However, Senate
Bill 7 might be able to
assist Brazoria County
homeowners with their
25 percent, he said.
There are people out
there who were impacted
and have qualified for
assistance, but have yet
to receive it, County
Judge Matt Sebesta said.
“It’s just such a slow
process, that’s the biggest
issue out there,” he said.
In the meantime,
the Brazoria County
Long-term Recovery
Committee and United
Way of Brazoria County
has helped countless
residents find resources

E

Almost three years
later, some programs
intended to aid residents
in response to Hurricane
Harvey are finally winding down. Others are
just now
ramping up.
“People
are so
excited,
they’ve
waited
so long,”
Brazoria
County
RIPPLE
Floodplain
Administrator Joe Ripple
said.
That is about the
elevating and reconstruction of homes, funded by
two $30 million FEMA
grants, he said. Three
structural engineer firms

are being assigned to
the first “pod” of grant
recipients, along with
caseworkers, Ripple said.
The engineers will
determine whether the
homes can be elevated or
if they need to be reconstructed, he said.
“Ours is
just now
really about
to crank
up,” he said
of Harvey
recovery
programs.
The
process will
LUNA
repeat until
the $60 million is used
up, he said.
Some homes will need
to be rebuilt completely,
which means they’ve
been sitting unlivable for
years, Ripple said.
“Some of them were

RE
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“Yeah, you think the
to be protected from
hurricane winds, even in coastal areas have storm
surge, but heavy winds
more inland areas of the
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
or rains, that’s a danger
county, Brazoria County
Inland 1 or Seaward areas. Engineer Matt Hanks said. throughout the county
even in the higher-up
“A hurricane deeply
“For over 30 years
areas where a storm surge
now, we’ve had the Texas affects areas miles from
the coast, and many think is not an issue.”
Windstorm Insurance
Harvey is a good
that hurricane damage is
Agency requiring people
example of that, he said.
worse closer to the coast,
to use impact-rated glass
Harvey barely produced
which is a myth,” Hanks
in order to receive insurany storm surge, but
said.
ance coverage,” Sebesta
in Pearland, it dropped
“For example, I was
said. “And those windows
about 49 inches of rain.
involved as a consultant
that are not impact“Another storm myth is
with Brazoria County
graded, they need to
with Ike, and the way Ike the storm surge being the
have a system, including
most destructive part of
came in and was picking
shutters or plywood.”
a hurricane,” Hanks said.
Depending on the style up debris, there was a lot
“When the truth is, the
more green debris at the
of windows, Plyloc clips
are worth using for many, north of the county than rain, lighting, the wind by
itself and spin-off tornathe south.”
Sebesta said.
does could all be deadly.”
Flooding of rivers and
“Plyloc clips are for
Storm surge is deadly,
utilization in brick veneer creeks around the county,
he said, as he doesn’t
as during Hurricane
homes,he said. “As long
want to downplay its
Harvey, didn’t confine
as you have enough
potential destructive
itself to any specific area,
depth to get them
force.
he said.
installed properly, they
“I don’t want to mini“I think it’s a perfect
work to hold plywood
example that everywhere mize it, but to say it’s the
against windows to
deadliest is false,” Hanks
in the county is affected
protect them during
said.
differently,” Hanks said.
hurricane winds.”
People try to use tape in
place of having impactYour in good hands
rated glass, Sebesta said,
when they just need to
use the right barrier, such
as plywood and shutters,
that will prevent windows
from breaking.
Does your current insurance
“Impact-rated glass is
have you covered?
approved for its strength
Teresa Jane Jacobs
through a certain amount
teresajacobs@allstate.com
of wind pressure,” Sebesta
628 Dixie Drive, Clute
said. “But even after then,
979-297-1185
windows could still use
Subject to terms, conditions and availability. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.
243665
extra debris protection in
the form of shutters or
Residential & Commercial
plywood, and not tape.”
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And all windows need
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BUILDING AN EMERGENCY KIT
Don’t wait until a disaster is near to build
a basic emergency supply kit that can be
used during an evacuation. Some items
recommended to include:

THE BASICS

■ Water, one gallon of water per person
per day for at least three days, for
drinking and sanitation
■ Food, at least a three-day supply of
non-perishable food
■ Battery-powered or hand crank radio
and a NOAA Weather Radio with
tone alert and extra batteries for both
■ Flashlight and extra batteries
■ First-aid kit
■ Whistle to signal for help
■ Dust mask to help filter contaminated
air and plastic sheeting and duct tape
to shelter-in-place
■ Moist towelettes, garbage bags and
plastic ties for personal sanitation
■ Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
■ Manual can opener for food
■ Local maps
■ Cellphone with chargers, inverter or
solar charger

FIRST AID ESSENTIALS
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■ Cleansing agent/soap and antibiotic
towelettes
■ Antibiotic ointment
■ Burn ointment
■ Adhesive bandages in a variety of
sizes
■ Eye wash solution to flush the eyes or
as general decontaminant
■ Thermometer
■ Prescription medications you take
daily, such as insulin, heart medicine
and asthma inhalers. Periodically rotate
medicines to account for expiration
dates.
■ Prescribed medical supplies such as
glucose and blood pressure monitoring
equipment and supplies
■ Nonprescription drugs: Aspirin or
non-aspirin pain reliever; anti-diarrhea
medication; antacid; laxative

OTHER FIRST AID SUPPLIES

■

■
■
■
■

bedding if you live in a cold-weather
climate.
Complete change of clothing
including a long-sleeved shirt, long
pants and sturdy shoes. Consider
additional clothing if you live in a
cold-weather climate.
Household chlorine bleach and
medicine dropper: When diluted, nine
parts water to one part bleach, bleach
can be used as a disinfectant. Or in
an emergency, you can use it to treat
water by using 16 drops of regular
household liquid bleach per gallon of
water. Do not use scented, color-safe
or bleaches with added cleaners.
Fire extinguisher
Matches in a waterproof container
Feminine supplies and personal
hygiene items
Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper
towels and plastic utensils
Paper and pencil
Books, games, puzzles or other
activities for children

IF YOU HAVE A BABY

ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY SUPPLIES

In any emergency, a family member or
you may suffer an injury. If you have these
basic first-aid supplies, you are better
prepared to help your loved ones when
they are hurt.
Knowing how to treat minor injuries
can make a difference in an emergency.
You may consider taking a first-aid class,
but simply having the following things can
help you stop bleeding, prevent infection
and assist in decontamination.
■ Two pairs of Latex or other sterile
gloves if you are allergic to Latex
■ Sterile dressings to stop bleeding

■

■
■

■ Scissors
■ Tweezers
■ Tube of petroleum jelly or other
lubricant

■ Pet food and extra water for your pet
■ Cash or traveler’s checks and change
■ Important family documents, such
as copies of insurance policies,
identification and bank account
records in a waterproof, portable
container. You can use the Emergency
Financial First Aid Kit - EFFAK
developed by Operation Hope, FEMA
and Citizen Corps to help organize
your information.
■ Emergency reference material such as
a first aid book.
■ Sleeping bag or warm blanket for
each person. Consider additional
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Formula
Diapers
Bottles
Powdered milk
Medications
Moist towelettes
Diaper rash ointment
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OTHER SPECIAL NEEDS
■
■
■
■

Denture needs
Contact lenses and supplies
Extra eyeglasses
Ask your doctor about storing
prescription medications such as heart
and high blood pressure medication,
insulin and other prescription drugs.
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SERVICE & REPAIRS
New & Used Tires
Road Service
Fix Flats
Wheel Balancing
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BEWARE THE WIND
National Hurricane Center

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale classifies hurricanes into five categories based on their
sustained wind speed at the indicated time. It
provides information on wind impacts only. The scale
does not address the potential for other hurricane-related impacts, such as storm surge, rain-induced
floods and tornadoes.
Hurricanes reaching Category 3 and higher are
considered major hurricanes because of their potential for significant loss of life and property. Category 1
and 2 storms still are dangerous, however, and require
preventive measures.

CATEGORY 1 Sustained winds of 74-95 mph

AFTER THE STORM
■ If you evacuated, return only when officials say it is safe.
■ Once home, drive only if necessary and avoid flooded
roads and washed-out bridges. If you must go out, watch
for fallen objects in the road, downed electrical wires and
weakened walls, bridges, roads and sidewalks that might
collapse.
■ Walk carefully around the outside of your home to check
for loose power lines, gas leaks, and structural damage.
■ Stay out of any building if you smell gas, if floodwaters
remain around the building, if the building or home was
damaged by fire or if the authorities have not declared it
safe.
■ Carbon monoxide poisoning is one of the leading causes
of death after storms in areas dealing with power outages.
Never use a portable generator inside your home or
garage. Review generator safety.

Very dangerous winds will produce some damage, including:
minor damage to exterior of homes, toppled tree branches,
uprooting of smaller trees, extensive damage to power lines and
power outages.

I have homes that did
NOT ﬂood in Harvey!

CATEGORY 2 Sustained winds of 96-110 mph

Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage,
including: major damage to exterior of homes, uprooting of
small trees and many roads blocked and guaranteed power
outages for long periods of time — days to weeks.

Sandy Schroller Cook

Stay Safe:

Stay Away From Power Lines
Even if you don’t touch a line, getting tools or equipment
too close can be deadly.
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A power line that’s down still can be energized and deadly,
even if power is out nearby.
%Call 911#  ""
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Realtor®

979-236-5213

CATEGORY 3 Sustained winds of 111-129 mph

Devastating damage will occur, including: extensive damage
to exterior of homes, many trees uprooted and many roads
blocked, and extremely limited availability of water and
electricity.

The Facts

HURRICANE AWARENESS

Report power outages
or get updates: 888-866-7456

www.Century21.com

CATEGORY 4 Sustained winds of 130-156 mph

Catastrophic damage will occur, including: loss of roof structure
and/or some exterior walls, most trees uprooted and most
power lines down, isolated residential due to debris pile up,
and power outages lasting for weeks to months.

CATEGORY 5 Sustained winds of 157 mph or higher

Catastrophic damage will occur, including: a high percentage
of homes will be destroyed, fallen trees and power lines isolate
residential areas, power outages lasting for weeks to months,
and most areas will be uninhabitable.

Here to help
protect your home.

How you can prepare:
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Sweating Every Detail

Chris Davies, Agent
120 Highway 332 West
Lake Jackson, TX 77566
Bus: 979-285-2200
chris.davies.nl7h@statefarm.com

At Freeport LNG, we work to ensure our employees and visitors
return home safely, every day. Beyond our walls, we are also
focused on protecting our neighbors and the environment.
Our facilities feature state-of-the-art technology to assure
we operate to the highest safety standards possible.
We don’t just talk about safety, we sweat the details.
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